What are sand dunes?

Sand dunes often
begin near the mouth
of rivers which carry

plenty of eroded

sand to the coast.

The waves
then drive
the sand
along the
coast and
onshore.

Back dunes are
protected from
the onshore
winds by the
foredunes.
They're often
more stable and
may be
thousands of
years old.

Between the
dunes, where
the water table

swamps, wet-

lands and even

large coastal
lakes can form.
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Dunes are a collection of wind blown sand at the rear of a beach and range from less than one metre in
height and width, o massive dune fields that extend for many kilometres.
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The wet sand
gives these
systems more
stability than
the surrounding
dunes and
flourishing
plant and
wildlife
communities can
grow there.

If the hollow
between the
dunes is free
of water,
wide sandy
plains can
form.

Use the information to help draw a diagram

or build a model of a dune system.




