
Study Guide

“...I just did what I was trained 

to do. It's what mates do for 

each other…"

- Corporal Willie Apiata, VC

“… you worry about your mates, 

not letting them down …”

- The Town New Zealand Saved

An Ordinary Bloke

This study guide features the stories of New Zealanders who demonstrated extraordinary courage and selflessness under fire. It 
encourages students to reflect on their understanding of heroism, and what “being brave” means to them.

In The Town New Zealand Saved we meet a group of Kiwis who went to war for ‘King and country’ - unaware of what awaited them 
in the ‘war to end all wars’ of 1914. In Reluctant Hero we follow the story of Corporal Willie Apiata, VC - a modern day soldier awarded 
the Victoria Cross in 2007. Who are these men? What shaped and influenced them?  And what does it take for ordinary, everyday 
people to become heroes?

Just one of 
the boys

He tangata, 
he Atua
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the boys
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he Atua
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The Town New Zealand 
Saved - synopsis
Every year, the ancient French town of Le Quesnoy celebrates Anzac Day. 

To help us understand why, the programme-makers take us back to the dying 
days of World War I. We learn about the Great War, and about places such 
as Passchendaele where, in the space of two hours, 2,800 New Zealand 
soldiers were killed, wounded or listed as missing - the worst day in New 
Zealand military history.

We are introduced to Kiwis Curly Blyth, Leslie Averill, Henry Nicholas, Harold 
Barrowclough and James Nimmo - ordinary, everyday young men who came 
from the other side of the world to liberate the town from 4 years of German 
occupation.

The programme brings us to the modern day and we find out how Le 
Quesnoy, and twinned town Cambridge, Waikato, continue to remember and 
celebrate their victory.

Note: This programme is available free on TVNZ’s ondemand service
http://tvnzondemand.co.nz/

Teachers - please note 

The subject matter makes this programme more suitable for Years 7 and up. 
It features war footage and statistics. We recommend teachers view the programme 
prior to screening with students.

Reluctant Hero - synopsis

This documentary offers unique and moving insights into the man behind the 
medal - Corporal Bill (Willie) Apiata, VC.

The programme-makers  follow him in the days leading up to the announcement 
of his being awarded the Victoria Cross, and in the months that follow.  

We see the impact of moving from anonymity to household name overnight, 
and we are with him as he travels from locations as diverse as government 
house to his hometown marae in Te Kaha.

Through interviews,  actuality footage, and careful reconstruction, we come 
to understand something about the man known as the reluctant hero, and 
about the harrowing events that led to his selfless act of bravery.

Note:  This programme is available free on TVNZ’s ondemand service
http://tvnzondemand.co.nz/

Teachers - please note

The subject matter makes this programme more suitable for Years 7 and above.   
However, it should be noted that the documentary features footage and references 
to September 11th, army training and weapons fire, and the Afghanistan conflict.   
We recommend teachers view the programme prior to screening with students.



Capture activity

Students could be invited to 

discuss if they, or anyone in their 

family or friends, has been 

affected by a brave act and what 

this has meant to them.

Learning Ideas
The following ideas are offered to assist teachers in considering how these programmes can support learning outcomes..

Reluctant Hero
This programme could be used in many ways to support opportunities for social inquiry. For example, students could 
compare and contrast how conflict in the 20th and 21st century was reported, and how modern media coverage provides 
New Zealanders with increased visibility of conflict today.  Alternatively students could explore the human interest aspect, 
considering the early influences and experiences that forged the character of Corporal Willie Apiata, VC.

The Town New Zealand Saved
This programme could also be used in many ways to support opportunities for social inquiry. For example, students could 
consider what it was like for the people of Le Quesnoy to live under German occupation for 4 years, and how the people 
remained hopeful and optimistic against all odds. Alternately, students could research the influences that led to Kiwis fighting 
in a war they may not fully have understood, and to consider if this would happen today.

Key words:
Courage, fear, humility, heroism, bravery, awards, honour, pride, mana, Kiwi, patriotism, fame, humbleness, 
connections - belonging, mauri, camaraderie

Possible focus questions: 
•   What is a hero?
•   What shapes and influences them?
•   Are heroes created only when there are big events involved, or are there everyday heroes?
•   What is courage and bravery?



After Viewing

Following viewing, students could create a PMI 
chart outlining the Plus, Minus and Interesting 
aspects of being an instant hero. 

They could create a Venn diagram to compare 
past and present heroes and note the similarities. 

Alternatively they could create a mind map - 
with the central idea of “being a hero”.

Discussion topics

Following the viewing, students could be invited 
to discuss the programme and consider

• 	the key messages of the documentary;

• 	how the programme-makers may have 			
researched the reconstructed scenes to 			
ensure accuracy; 

• 	the proposition that heroes are public 			
property;

• 	the idea that heroes are born – not made;

• 	that heroes are expected to be role models 	
and what our expectations are of this.

Before Viewing

Students could be invited to

• 	explore the concept of “being brave”. What		
does being brave mean? How do we know 		
when we’ve been brave? When have you been 	
brave? Does choice come into it?

• 	discuss the term ‘hero.’ What does it mean 		
to be a hero today? What’s the difference 		
between being a hero and being a celebrity? 

• 	create a poster lauding a hero for an act of 		
bravery. Design an award (medal of bravery) 	
and explain the meanings behind it. Consider 	
what should be on it. Create a montage / web 	
album of genuine New Zealand heroes;

• 	consider a range of scenarios where someone 	
could commit an act of bravery and - in groups 	
- students could decide how they might 			
respond. This could also be role-played.

While Viewing

While viewing, students could be asked to 
consider

• 	why do people do heroic deeds?

• 	how do we define heroism?

• 	who decides who the heroes are?

• 	how is a hero recognized?

• 	how do people cope with overnight celebrity 	
status?

• 	how do we honour our heroes? 

• 	how do we view our celebrities - what is the 	
difference?

• 	what responsibility do heroes have?

• 	how does society acknowledge acts of 			
bravery?



Suggested activities

How do these two proverbs apply to heroes?

Mana ‘Mana’ - how is this defined by Maori? How was this recognised in the 
documentaries?

Being brave Role play scenarios relating to situations which require bravery. 
In groups students could decide how they might respond.

Role models Interview a person whom you admire, consider a role model 
or aspire to be like. This would require specific questioning techniques with 
examples of open and closed questions.
http://changingminds.org/techniques/questioning/questioning.htm

Further starter ideas
The Arts in the NZ Curriculum  
Image gallery  Create a digital portfolio of images from World War One 
and from modern day conflicts. Compare and contrast the role of media in 
reporting conflicts then and now. Is it impartial? Consider how the selection of 
images can change their message and impact. Include these considerations in a 
report or commentary to go with your digital portfolio.

English in the NZ Curriculum:
The language of war Research the vocabulary used to describe war, 
and consider what words in our language might have warfare and conflict as 
their origin and why.

Health & Physical Education in the NZ 
Curriculum
Facing fears Consider how soldiers stay physically and mentally fit when 
facing difficult circumstances. Consider how we can remain optimistic when 
facing the unknown.

Learning Languages in the NZ Curriculum
Fitting in Consider the many countries where New Zealand’s defence forces 
are stationed. How does the military prepare its men and women for international 
peace-keeping and conflict situations?

Mathematics in the NZ Curriculum
Nothing but the facts  Consider how statistics are used to report on 
wars and conflicts. What impact can statistics have on how we feel about wars 
and conflicts?

Science in the NZ Curriculum
Catalysts  Consider how scientific knowledge has been propelled by war 
activities. What are the implications of this.

Social Studies in the NZ Curriculum
Living Heritage - In the Neighbourhood  Explore your 
neighbourhood and history to discover memories and impacts of past wars and 
conflicts. Look for local statues and memorials. Consider why buildings are 
sometimes named after a person. Create a Living Heritage story about your 
discoveries and upload it to the site. www.livingheritage.org.nz

Technology in the NZ Curriculum
Technology in action  World War I saw the arrival of the first tanks. 
Consider the technology and know how that is used by our defence forces 
today and compare it with the past. Is this technology used in other situations?



Curriculum links
The New Zealand Curriculum   http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/the_new_zealand_curriculum

Key Competencies:  Relating to others.
Values:  are deeply held beliefs about what is important or desirable. They are expressed through the ways in which people think and act. 
Every decision relating to curriculum and every interaction that takes place in a school reflects the values of the individuals involved and the collective values of the 
institution. The values on the list below enjoy widespread support because it is by holding these values and acting on them that we are able to live together and thrive. 
The list is neither exhaustive nor exclusive. Students will be encouraged to value:

•	excellence, by aiming high and by persevering in the face of difficulties
•	community and participation for the common good
•	integrity, which involves being honest, responsible and accountable and acting ethically 
•	and to respect themselves, others, and human rights. 

Social Sciences in the NZ Curriculum   http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/the_new_zealand_curriculum/learning_areas/social_sciences

Students will gain knowledge, skills, and experience to: 

•	understand how people pass on and sustain culture and heritage for different reasons and that this has consequences for people.
•	understand how formal and informal groups make decisions that impact on communities
•	understand how people participate individually and collectively in response to community challenges.
•  understand how the ideas and actions of people in the past have had a significant impact on people’s lives

Health and Physical Education in the NZ Curriculum  
http://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/the_new_zealand_curriculum/learning_areas/health_and_physical_education

Hauora:  Level 4. Relationships with Other People
Students will: 

•	identify the effects of changing situations, roles, and responsibilities on relationships and describe appropriate responses. 

Hauora:  Level 6.  Healthy Communities and Environments 
Students will: 

•	compare and contrast personal values and practices with policies, rules, and laws and investigate how the latter contribute to safety in the school and community.



Related sites

Te Ara: The New Zealand Encyclopedia
The New Zealanders: Kiwis: Empires Loyal Sons

… New Zealand soldiers used new terms to describe themselves – ‘Enzedders’, ‘Fernleaves’ 
(referring to the native fern) ‘Diggers’ (from the gold and gum diggers) and for the first time, 
towards the end of the war, ‘Kiwis’ (after the native flightless bird)…
http://www.teara.govt.nz/NewZealanders/NewZealandPeoples/TheNewZealanders/7/en

The New Zealanders:  Kiwis at the Front (image)

…Publications such as The Anzac book, a collection of drawings and writings from Gallipoli, 
and New Zealand at the Front (see above), which was produced by men on the western 
front, were read widely back in New Zealand….
http://www.teara.govt.nz/NewZealanders/NewZealandPeoples/TheNewZealanders/7/ENZ-
Resources/Standard/1/en

Dictionary of New Zealand Biography

Leslie Cecil Lloyd Averill, 1897-1981
…However, the exploit for which he is best remembered is the capture of Le Quesnoy on 
4 November…
http://www.dnzb.govt.nz/dnzb/default.asp?Find_Quick.asp?PersonEssay=5A25

New Zealand History Online:  New Zealand and the First 
World War

… The fallout from this faraway event would ultimately claim the lives of 18,500 New 
Zealanders and wound a further 50,000. Places thousands of miles from home with exotic-
sounding names such as Gallipoli, Passchendaele and the Somme, were forever etched in the 
national memory during what became known as the Great War….
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/first-world-war-overview/introduction

New Zealand History Online: The Anzacs

…There were two Anzac corps on the Western Front from 1916, with the New Zealand 
Division serving in the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps until early 1918…
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/anzacday-theanzacs

Brave Women

This website is about women of the South Pacific area who have served history, specifically 
women at war, and those serving peace in Oceania. This page links to their stories. 
http://www.angellpro.com.au/women.htm 

Army Museum Waiouru 

This site provides information about the Waiouru Army Museum, New Zealand. Information 
is suitable for upper primary and secondary levels. 
http://www.armymuseum.co.nz/

Army Museum Waiouru 

Voices from the Past - Education - Reluctant Hero
… Lance Corporal (now Corporal) Apiata was, in 2004, part of the New Zealand Special Air 
Services (NZSAS) Troop on patrol in Afghanistan, which laid up in defensive formation for 
the night….
http://www.armymuseum.co.nz/education/voices-from-the-past.html

New Zealand History Online:  Le Quesnoy

… Streets are named after New Zealand places, there is a New Zealand memorial and a 
primary school bears the name of a New Zealand soldier….
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/war/le-quesnoy/new-zealand-and-le-quesnoy

Le Quesnoy and New Zealand

… Not one ANZAC Day commemoration goes by without the presence of New Zealand 
and French representatives
http://www.ambafrance-nz.org/article.php3?id_article=466

Identity Learning Object

This Years 7-10 social studies learning object enables students to explore events and objects 
that New Zealanders have identified with in the past and that can be identified with today. 
http://www.tki.org.nz/r/socialscience/learning_obs/timeline/ 
This article from the National Association of School Psychologists provides information and 
strategies to help children cope with war and terrorism. Includes sections on different types 
of fear children can display, how adults should respond, what adults can do to help children 
feel safe, working with school, and links to related associations. Suitable for teachers and 
caregivers.   
http://www.teachersfirst.com/war/index.cfm



Viewing opportunities

Broadcast dates:

Reluctant Hero
Produced by: Desert Road Television
Screens on Friday 25 April 2008 at 8.35pm.  
TV One, Television New Zealand
* For copies of the programme, email: polly@desertroad.co.nz

The Town New Zealand Saved

Produced by:  Te Reo Television
Screens on Friday 25 April 2008 at 12.30pm
TV One, Television New Zealand
* For copies of the programme, email: raywaru@iconz.co.nz

Continuing access at TVNZ ondemand

TVNZ and the producers of these programmes have agreed to keep them available on TVNZ’s 
ondemand service for a period of time. 
This is a free streaming video service.
http://tvnzondemand.co.nz/

Enjoy!
Please note that schools require a licence 
to record television programmes for use 
as a resource. Please contact Screenrights 
for more information about the process 
of obtaining an educational copying licence 
under provisions in the New Zealand 
Copyright Act.

http://www.screen.org/nz/

Enjoy!


